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Welcome to the spring edition of 
The Cider Press. After the quiet 
rest of winter, our countryside is 
about to burst back to life with 
colour, warmth, and the joyful 
sounds of nature. 
Blossoms will soon brighten the orchards and 
hedgerows, lambs will appear in the fields, 
and we will start to see changes in our gardens 
and fields as the season of rapid growth 
begins.
In this issue, we celebrate all that makes spring 
in our shire so special, and the area our little 
magazine covers, due to popular demand, has 
increased! The news from Cider Press HQ is 
that we now cover the hamlets of the Stretton 
Grandison group of Parishes which include 
Canon and Castle Frome, Upper and Lower 
Eggleton and Stretton Grandison.
The increase in circulation is great news for  
our local events and our advertisers, as we can 
spread the word about what is happening in 
our part of the shire and also find out what is 
going on with our next door parishes too.
As usual, we have a packed magazine filled 
with a diverse range of news and articles from 
contributors old and new. 
The damp wet winter has been a challenge to 
our resident gardener-in-chief, Rosa Mundi 
p7, but the promise of Spring beckons with 
one of our highlights of the season just a 
couple of months away - Big Apple Blossom 

Time p2. Another of our usual spring-time 
highlights has changed its season from Spring 
to early Autumn - p5, but garden lovers can 
still delight in one of  'Putley's Open Gardens' 
being open for business at it's usual time of 
year - p5. Following the gardening theme, 
there are tips on how we can help to increase 
the numbers of our resident butterflies and 
moths on - p8. 
Sally and Charlie Smart have been on a local 
pilgrimage - p15. The Prancing Pony is now 
under 'new', but familiar, Management - 
p12. The Ledbury Health Partnership are 
launching an additional way for us to contact 
them for all of our health needs and concerns 
- p26 and Summer Knight has a few more 
ideas to keep us as healthy as possible - p20. 
I am also pleased to announce that we have 
new contributor to our pages. They are a little 
shy at the moment, but hopefully they will 
reveal themselves and commit to writing a 
regular column about their life on the farm - 
p10. I was hoping that John Meringue would 
send us a Hot Cross Bun recipe, but instead 
he forwarded a recipe for my favourite ever 
cake - p11, so I'm still happy! 
So, as we shake off the chill of winter and 
welcome longer, sunnier days, let’s come 
together to enjoy the beauty and traditions of 
spring. Here’s to a season of growth, renewal, 
and community spirit!
Have a fabulous Spring everyone! Julie
Copy deadline for the next issue:
Thursday 1st May

If you have any events, stories, photographs or 
news, please let me know. If you don’t tell me 
I can’t pop it in our very own little mag!

A word from 
the Editorby Julie Crompton

julie@monster-creative.com

Following the success of the introduction of 
our new Blossomtime format last year, the 
Big Apple will once again be linking three 
familiar venues around Putley and Aylton, 
each devoted to a different purpose.

•	 Putley Parish Hall will be the first port 
of call, a hub for information about what 
is going on, ticket sales, coffees, lunches 
and teas and the meeting point for 
guided walks.  

•	 Sales and tastings of a great array of ciders 
and perry will be located at Dragon 
Orchard, courtesy of Norman and Annie 
Stanier, which will also feature music and 
live entertainment.

•	 Court Farm Barn, courtesy of Ian and 
Rebecca Jones, will be devoted to local 
craftspeople, environmental organisations 
promoting their causes and also talks on a 
variety of topics.  

Visitors arriving by car will be asked to park 
at the Parish Hall, from where a route on 
foot will be signposted between the three 
venues.  With support from Westons and 
Skittery Apple Juice & Cider, a tractor and 
trailer will be available to take people on a 
set route between the venues.  

Expanding our Blossomtime offer means 
that we need even more helpers than usual!  

To join in the fun, do please get in touch 
with Jackie Denman (01531 670544) 
or Mary Fielding (01531 670389)

or email volunteers@bigapple.org.uk. 

Keep up-to-date with what’s going on by 
visiting our website, www.bigapple.org.uk

Blossomtime 2025 
Sunday 4th and Monday 5th May 
May Day Bank Holiday

Photo: Richard Crompton



4 5

On Sunday 25th May the garden 
at Sheepcote will be open.

1.30 until 5pm 
Admission: £5, children free.

There will be a fabulous collection of plants 
for sale and tea and cakes to relax with.

The proceeds from the opening will go to 
the National Gardens Scheme which in 
2024 made a record £3.5 million donation 
to charities which deal in Health, well-being 
and Horticultural education and support, 
including among others, Macmillan and Marie 
Curie, Horatio’s Garden and Perennial. 

Placed around the garden are sculptures in 
ceramics and metal by a mother and daughter.  

If you miss this opportunity, don’t worry.  
Sheepcote garden will be open again on 
Saturday 14th June.

In a change from our usual 
May-time slot, this year’s 
Putley Open Gardens 2025 
event will take place on the 
weekend of 20th September. 
As ever, volunteers are very welcome to 
help out at the Parish Hall. It is here that 
the majority of the money (shared equally 
between the Parish Hall and our Church) 

is made. This help could be clearing tables, 
helping with serving, washing up and 
generally making the event special for 
our visitors. The greater the number of 
volunteers we have the more amusing, fun 
and rewarding is the day. 

To start things moving, please contact 
Tim Beaumont on 01531 670801 or 
email tim.beaumont@btinternet.com 

Putley Open Gardens
Volunteers most welcome

20th September 2025

A Putley open Garden
Funding for energy-saving 
home improvements  
in Herefordshire

Call to see if you are eligible and apply today

0800 677 1432
keepherefordshirewarm.co.uk/home-improvements

Funding
Grants are available for a variety of 
energy-saving upgrades, including:
• Air source heat pumps
• Solar electricity
• Insulation
• Draughtproofing
• Airtight windows and doors

You may be eligible if:
•  You own or privately rent the 

home you live in
•  The property is inefficient
•  You have a household income of 

under £30,000 or a member of 
the household receives means-
tested benefits

Funding for energy-saving 
home improvements  
in Herefordshire

Call to see if you are eligible and apply today

0800 677 1432
keepherefordshirewarm.co.uk/home-improvements

Funding
Grants are available for a variety of 
energy-saving upgrades, including:
• Air source heat pumps
• Solar electricity
• Insulation
• Draughtproofing
• Airtight windows and doors

You may be eligible if:
•  You own or privately rent the 

home you live in
•  The property is inefficient
•  You have a household income of 

under £30,000 or a member of 
the household receives means-
tested benefits



6 7

Delicious single variety juices 
capturing all the flavour and 

sweetness of the fruit

jusapples.co.uk
email: enquiries@jusapples.co.uk

Delicious and refreshing, any time of day, as a gift 
for a loved one, or add a bottle to a welcome basket

What a long dreary 
dull, damp and 
depressing winter.  
But longer days and flowering bulbs make 
all the difference as to whether to get out 
of bed or not. Some plants seem to have 
lost the plot as to when they should flower. 
A huge choisia bush in full bloom in 
December, violets and japonica out before 
the snowdrops.  The short bursts of frost 
haven’t had time to do their work in killing 
off the bugs or kicking the yellow rattle into 
growth, though we could get a blizzard in 
March, the way the climate is changing. The 
tall fennel, left for its winter interest was 
cut down as a mouldy mess and the other 
plants left for over-wintering insects will be 
scraped out of the beds in soggy lumps – 
but at least the compost heap will welcome 
them.

Spring pruning is the next major operation 
in the garden, though the “Valentine Day 
Massacre” of the clematis has taken place.  
Roses need a severe prune this year, but not 
too soon in case the frosts do appear after 
all. The rambler “Malvern Hills” spreads 
so far in the summer we need a machete to 
reach the cabbages, so might need an axe to  
chop it off at the knees. A big “patio rose” in 
a round bed is going to get a No. 1 haircut 
with the electric hedge trimmer. It flowers 
like mad all year, so am sure it will recover.  
A salvia has to wait until April, when other 
plants are coming up all around it but then 
it is difficult to reach.  The huge yellow tree 

paeony needs one of its main trunks taking 
out and a spotted laurel ditto as they are 
overpowering the herbaceous plants that 
surround them.  And mustn’t forget to cut 
down the Autumn Bliss raspberries  which, 
unlike their summer fruiting cousins, have 
to wait until early spring.  D.B. would love 
to get stuck in to all this destruction but 
Skilled Help is on hand  as otherwise the 
garden would resemble the Gobi Desert by 
April.  

The greenhouse is a welcome bolt hole 
when the mood gets too low.  Even picking 
dead leaves off the geraniums and re-
potting a few aeoniums is a bit of a boost.  
It is against a brick wall so seems to retain 
any heat from the fitful sun and out of its 
windows the almost empty raised vegetable 
beds glisten with their new layers of 
compost.  The parsley is bright green one 
end and the thyme soft sage the other, while 
in an adjacent border the rosemary and bay 
pretend they are still in the Mediterranean 
and ignore the weather. What a difference 
a sprig or a stalk or a leaf of these makes to 
a soup or a stew. Never mind the neatly tied 
“bouquet garni”, just throw them in and 
fish them out, much easier. 

There are still gaps to fill in the beds, plants 
that died unexpectedly last year, so instead 
of bemoaning their passing , this must be 
taken as an opportunity to have a guilt free 
day  at the garden centre deciding between 
a jasmine or a rose for the wrought iron 
arch, a white lavender or a cistus in the dry 
bed and how about some delphiniums to 
plug the holes at the back of the bed?  Can’t 
wait – where’s my wallet. 

Spring at last! by Rosa Mundi

Aylton - 01531 579192
hello@whitehousecottages.co.uk
www.whitehousecottages.co.uk

HOUSE FULL?

If you have a houseful of visitors on the way, 
why not put them up just around the corner in one 

of our five charming cottages? Perfect for family 
gatherings and special occasions.
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Our butterflies and 
moths need your help.
Over the last century, four species of 
butterfly and more than 60 moth species 
have become extinct. Three-quarters of 
British butterflies are now in decline and 
two-thirds of common and widespread 
moths saw numbers fall in the last 40 years. 
The poor weather in the spring and summer 
of 2023 led to already low numbers of once 
common butterflies falling to their lowest 
levels on record.

By altering our behaviour, even just slightly, 
we can all give nature a chance to bounce 
back. Below is a summary from the charity 
Butterfly Conservation on how we can 
all help the moths and butterflies in our 
gardens-

Butterflies and moths form an intrinsic 
part of our natural world. Yet they are 
threatened by habitat degradation and loss, 
climate change and pollution. 

Luckily, there’s plenty we can do to help 
them in our gardens.

Gardening for 
butterflies and moths

by Kate Wollen

You can make a huge difference simply 
by growing a few choice plants, providing 
butterflies and moths with a garden refuge 
where they can stock up on nectar. But it’s 
not just nectar that butterflies and moths 
need. They lay eggs on plants, which hatch 
into caterpillars that eat the plant before 
pupating and then emerging as an adult. 
Many common garden butterflies, such 
as the Red Admiral, Comma and Small 
Tortoiseshell, lay eggs on stinging nettles, 
but other butterflies breed on more garden-
worthy plants.

Simple dos and don'ts of gardening for 
butterflies and moths:
Do:
•	 Grow lots of nectar-rich flowers between 

March and November.
•	 Choose different plants to attract a 

wider variety of species. Place the same 
types of plant together in blocks.

•	 Prolong flowering by deadheading 
flowers and watering well. Well-watered 
plants produce more nectar.

•	 Grow caterpillar foodplants for 
butterflies and moths.

•	 Let an area of grass grow long.
•	 Allow a patch of ‘weeds’, such as 

Dandelion and Bird’s-foot-trefoil to 
flourish.

•	 Leave bare patches of wall, fence or 
earth, or place large stones in sunny 
borders, so butterflies can bask.

•	 Create a shelter-belt of trees, plant a 
mixed, native hedge, which will protect 
butterflies and moths from the wind.

•	 Grow climbing plants up walls and 
fences, where butterflies and moths can 
shelter from the rain and frost.

•	 Make a log pile, where butterflies and 

moths can hibernate. Some moths breed 
in dead wood too.

Don't:
•	 Use pesticides, especially those 

containing neonicotinoids, as these can 
remain in the plant for several months 
and potentially harm butterflies and 
moths which drink nectar from the 
flowers.

•	 Buy peat-based compost. Peat bogs are 
home to many species, including the 
Large Heath butterfly. Check the label 
before you buy and choose peat-free 
alternatives.

•	 Be too tidy – leave borders intact over 
winter, allow leaves to accumulate under 
hedges and create a ‘wild’ area that you 
don’t touch very often. These areas will 
provide shelter for insects to hibernate 
and rest.

Photo: Richard Crompton
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Coffee and Walnut Cake is a 
Coffee shop Classic
This is one of the simplest and best recipes. 
It's based on a standard sponge recipe, but the 
addition of coffee and walnuts elevates it to 
another level. Enjoy!

Cake Batter Ingredients: 
•	 200g Baking Spread
•	 200g Golden Caster Sugar
•	 4 Large Eggs
•	 200g Self Raising Flour
•	 3 Tbsp Instant Coffee mixed with a 

little hot water

Butter cream Ingredients: 
•	 300g Unsalted Butter
•	 450g Icing Sugar
•	 3-4 Tsp Instant Coffee mixed with a 

little hot water - more if you like it 
strong

•	 150g Walnuts, chopped with some 
whole to decorate

Method
Cream the Baking Spread (e.g. Stork) and 
sugar until light in colour and fluffy. Add in 
two of the eggs with a little flour and mix 
slowly until just combined. Repeat with the 

remaining eggs, then add the remaining  
flour and mix to combine. Add the coffee  
and mix carefully to ensure you don't over-
mix the batter.

Divide the batter between two lined 8" cake 
tins and bake in a pre-heated oven at 160˚C 
for 35-40 minutes. To check whether the 
cakes are baked, insert a clean cocktail stick 
into the centre of the sponge. If it comes out 
clean, it's baked.

Leave the cakes on a wire rack to cool 
completely. Don't be tempted to take them 
out of the tins until they are!
To make the butter cream, whip the butter  
for 10 minutes (yes, 10 minutes!) until very 
pale, soft and light. Slowly add the icing sugar 
in stages, and be very careful when mixing it 
in to avoid a 'white-out' situation. Finally, add 
as much strong coffee as you prefer.
Once the cakes are fully cooled, add butter 
cream filling to the first layer, pop on the 
remaining sponge and ice the top and sides. 
Perfection isn't necessary as you will be 
spreading chopped walnuts around the side 
and decorating the top with piped rosette 
swirls and whole walnuts. 
The cake can be stored in an airtight container 
for up to 5 days...  we've not managed to get 
one much past it's second day! 
Delicious!

by John Meringue

Coffee & Walnut Cake

and other OVEN BASED ADVENTURES...

Spring is soon to arrive 
here on our farm, bringing 
with it the fresh promise 
of new beginnings.
After the long, wet winter, the first warm days 
of the season will be a welcome change. The 
fields are just about drying out, the orchards will 
soon be bursting into blossom, and hopefully, 
lambs will soon fill our pastures with their 
playful energy. It’s a busy but wonderful time of 
year, and we wouldn’t have it any other way.

The farm has been in our family for generations, 
and we keep a balance of arable crops, sheep, 
and our old orchard. Each season brings its own 
rhythm, but spring is perhaps the most exciting 
– and the most demanding. The mornings start 
early as we head out to check the ewes. Lambing 
season is both rewarding and exhausting, with 
long nights spent watching over our flock. 
Seeing the lambs find their legs and bounce 
around in the sunshine makes all the hard work 
worthwhile.

Meanwhile, the arable side of the farm will be 
just as busy. With the winter crops beginning to 
green up, stretching towards the longer daylight 
hours. It's been a bit too wet to get on the fields 
in earnest, but we're watching the soil and crops 
carefully, ready for any sign that we need to take 
action. Fingers crossed, before we know it, the 

fields will be full of growing crops swaying in 
the breeze.

One of the most beautiful transformations this 
time of year is in our orchard. The trees, which 
stood bare and stark through the cold months, 
are now waking up, their branches will soon be 
covered in soft pink and white blossom. It’s a 
stunning sight and a crucial stage in the growing 
cycle. We rely on good weather now to allow 
pollination – too much wind or a late frost, and 
we risk losing some of the crop before the apples 
have even had a chance to form. The bees will 
be buzzing through the trees, and we can only 
hope that mild weather holds.

Spring also means preparing for the seasons 
ahead. While autumn is when we hold our main 
farm events—spring is the time for planning. 
We’ve been repairing fences, tidying up, and 
thinking ahead to new opportunities for 
visitors. Farm diversity is now a crucial part of 
our farming year, and we’re always considering 
ways to improve our offering.

Of course, farming is never predictable. There 
are always challenges, whether it’s the weather, 
market prices, or the everyday unpredictability 
of working with animals and crops. But as 
we walk through our fields in the soft spring 
light, hearing the birds sing and watching the 
landscape come back to life, we are reminded 
of why we do this. Farming is hard work, but 
it’s also a way of life—one that we cherish, 
especially in the beauty of spring.

by Missy Ferguson
Farming in the Shire

Photo: Richard Crompton
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at Putley Parish Hall

by Andy Booth & Jayne Creswell
LET’S GET ENGAGED!
If you are interested in engaging with a 
range of matters that affect your local 
community then Pixley and district parish 
council would like to hear from you.  The 
council meets every two months and 
currently has vacancies for representation 
in all of its parishes – Aylton, Little 
Marcle, Munsley and Pixley.  Interested?  
Send us an email, we’d love to hear from 
you.  clerk@pixley-pc.gov.uk

NEW WEBSITE
PIXLEY-PC.GOV.UK
We are delighted to announce that our 
new website is now up and running after 
many months of background preparation 
work.  It is a good place to find out what 
your local parish council has achieved 
recently and serves as a good local one 
stop point of information for footpaths, 
planning issues, roads, upcoming meeting 
dates, and more.

PIXLEY-PC.GOV.UK
LOST FOOTPATHS
Our annual parish meeting in May will 
provide an opportunity for members of 
the public not only to meet councillors 
and staff but to come up to date with 
efforts to improve our local network of 
footpaths. The issue of lost footpaths and 
the possibilities to resurrect any of these 
will be covered in discussion.  The May 
meeting is also a good opportunity for 
the public to raise other issues of concern 
locally, such as flooding, pot holes, 
speeding, etc.
Date for the May meeting will be posted on 
our new website PIXLEY-PC.GOV.UK

LENGTHSMAN
We are delighted to have recently 
appointed a lengthsman for our parishes 
and are pleased to be making progress with 
a number of local infrastructure jobs that 
fall within the remit of the parish council.  
Visit our new website  PIXLEY-PC.GOV.
UK  for updates on grit bins, footpath 
gates and more! 

WHAT IS A LENGTHSMAN? 
Historically a lengthsman was a person 
tasked with keeping a length of road neat, 
tidy and passable. This was usually a road 
between nearby villages.  In more recent 
times the position enables parish councils 
to identify minor defects and maintenance 
requirements and, in many instances, 
repair them with funds allocated by 
Herefordshire Council. Parishes usually 
use the delegated budgets to employ a 
local contractor familiar with the area.

Pixley and District Parish Council 
The Putley Prancing Pony held 
its Annual General Meeting at 
Putley Parish Hall on Friday 
31st January 2025.
The meeting lasted nearly an hour and 
the financial statement was passed and 
a decision made to keep membership at 
£5.00 per adult per annum. Already fifty 
memberships were collected on the night, 
which is a great start.

With the majority of the existing 
committee stepping back this year we 
welcomed our new committee members; 
Jayne (Chair), Summer (Secretary), 

Mike (Finance), Fenella (Entertainments) 
and Ross.

The new committee and members of 
the public expressed their gratitude to 
the outgoing committee, David, Andy 
and Adam, for all they had done over 
the years, and we now look forward to a 
reinvigorated Pony.

The meeting was followed by a very 
popular quiz night, with everyone having 
a thoroughly good time.

If anyone would like to put themselves 
forward to either join the committee 
or perhaps suggest some bands and/or 
entertainment that they’d like to see at the 
Pony then please contact the members of 
the committee.
Upcoming Prancing Pony Dates:
Friday 28th February - Flying Fillet 
caterers cooking up street food of chicken 
and steak.
Friday 28th March - Miniyaki's, who will 
tantilise our tastebuds with Japanese food
Friday 25th April 
Friday 30th May
To keep up-to-date with the goings on at 
the Pony, why not join the facebook group 
- Putley Village Community.  A great page 
to obtain information about what is going 
on in the village.

jaynecresswell@btinternet.com 
07854 841966

Benstead Painting & Decorating Services

Over 20 years of
decorating excellence

Interior & Exterior
Furniture spraying
Free Quotations
A friendly, reliable service

Call Matt now on:
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Be inspired 
by a Pilgrimage

by Sally Smart

Sometimes we need a 
new challenge or just 
something to inspire 
us into action. 
BBC’s ‘The road through North Wales’ 
inspired me to look into taking part in 
a Pilgrimage last year. A friend said she 
was sure there was one in Herefordshire 
and low and behold I quickly discovered 
the Golden Valley Pilgrim Way. This is 
described as: ‘A magical 60-mile circular 
trail along ancient paths, starting at 
Hereford Cathedral taking in the Wye 
Valley, Golden Valley and foothills of the 
Black Mountain’.  What’s not to like!

Coincidentally another friend happened 
to mention he was organising a 3 day 
pilgrimage along some of this very route 
during the Hereford Interfaith week. 
Charlie & I quickly signed up. The beauty 
of a pilgrimage is you can plan to do as 

much or as little as you wish but you get 
to follow a route which takes you from 
church to church. You can cover as many 
miles as you like, you can go fast or slow, 
you can stop and reflect and you can 
actually sleep in a number of different 
churches. Our leader chose to sleep in the 
Crypt at Madley church where pilgrims 
since 550AD would have come down 
the steps and prayed to the statue of the 
Virgin Mary. We found ‘ The Stables’ next 
door a rather attractive alternative option 
for overnight with heating and even a hot 
shower! Interested? 

Go to www.visitherefordshire.co.uk/
see-do/routes-road-trips/golden-valley-
pilgrim-way

Another idea to inspire us to keep moving 
is the new ‘30 minute walk at your own 
pace’ starting at 10am at Putley Parish 
Hall on the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the 
month. The ideal opportunity to walk 
before popping into the Community 
Coffee Morning. All our welcome.

Putley Fitness walks: 
(Monday 3rd Mar, 7th April, 5th May - 
Big Apple walks so no Fit Walk) Meet at 
the Parish Hall to set off at 10am followed 
by refreshments. We have a shorter, slower 
walk (20 to 30 minutes) as well as our 
current 2.5m Walk.  All for £1! We also do 
4 walks in the year which are a bit longer 
(6 to 8m) For further information ring 
Sally on 07468 793405

You can’t say that we don’t 
have variety in our meetings. 
In November we enjoyed a talk on early 
photographs. Robyn Green told us about 
how they were produced and how to 
date them by their production technique, 
and by the fashion and military uniform 
worn by sitters. She was able to help some 
members date photos they brought in.

The December meeting is always special. 
This time we made wreaths while nibbling 
on Christmassy delights and sipping 
mulled wine and cider. Annie gave us 
instructions and every wreath turned out 
different but each one beautiful. 

Next time Julie Mackay told us about 
solving grisly murders while a senior police 
officer working on cold cases. Then she 
went on to tell us about her current work 
with Threds of Red, a charity working 
mostly in Cambodia and Africa, that helps 
girls manage safe periods, so that they 
can attend school and lead healthy lives. 
Fran was so inspired that she has set up 
a group of ladies to sew reusable period 
pads for the charity to distribute. The WI 
has donated £100 towards purchase of 
fabric for the project. Contact us if you’d 
like to get involved, you don’t have to be a 
member.

It's our AGM in March and once the 
business has been completed, we will 
be doing blind tastings of some of our 
favourite foods. Which will we like most – 
the cheapest or most expensive?

In April we are going to hear from a 
charity called Vehicles for Victory. They 

drive 4WD vehicles from here to the 
Ukraine and donate them to help with 
the war effort. They also fill them up with 
useful products that are in short supply 
there. Following that we are going for 
something a bit lighter, a talk on how to 
‘Look Good and Feel Fabulous’. Variety is 
the spice of life!

Members recently voted on which good 
causes to donate some of our excess funds 
to. We were pleased to be able to donate 
£200 to Much Marcle Community Shop 
as we are all looking forward to having 
a new local shop and café, and £150 to 
Putley Stay and Play to pay for them to 
use the hall for a month, and for some 
more items they need. We also donated 
£50 each to Munsley WI Hall, LEAF and 
Ledbury Community Action. 

The garden group gathered around a 
cosy fireside in January and planned a 
programme of garden visits for 2025. 
The first one is to Colesbourne Park to 
see the snowdrops in February, and after 
that we’re off to Spetchley Park and then 
Hergest Croft, a different garden each 
month. If art or crafts are more your 
thing our craft group meets at Trumpet 
Tea Rooms twice a week. If it’s just a 
coffee and chat you’re after come and join 
us at the Nest, we’re there every Friday 
morning.

Ladies – come and try out one of our 
meetings. You will have a warm welcome, 
learn something new and perhaps make new 
friends. See our advert for details.

News from Putley WI
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Putley Church
by Sue Ashe

Thank you to all 
who supported our 
Christmas Appeal for 
the people of Ukraine. 
We launched the appeal in early December at 
a ‘Sunday at 6’ reflection and music evening 
with Ukraine as a focus.
Six weeks later, we had three large boxes of 
items and some cash donations which have 
now been delivered to the HQ of the charity 
in Hereford. Again, thank you.
In 2025 our Church register (Electoral Roll) 
is being updated. This is a list of those in our 
Parish and beyond who want to be part of 
our Church family. All existing members 
will be contacted but, if you would like to be 
included, please let Sue know (Sue.ashe@
hotmail.com).  It costs nothing to be on the 
roll, requires nothing from you except what 
you choose to offer and allows you to vote 

for those who represent and run the church 
– those like Elaine, our Churchwarden. You 
will be invited to the Annual Parish Church 
Meeting where you can get to know us, hear 
views and voice your own. This year the 
meeting takes place on Tuesday 1st April at 
7.00 in the Parish Hall, but you can still be 
on the roll if you can’t be there.  If you have a 
question or something you want discussed at 
the meeting, please let Sue know.
Alongside this, we are updating the 
communication preferences for all who receive 
emails from Elaine or Eric about services, both 
regular and special, and about events such 
as Harvest Supper. Rest assured that if you 
have responded to the email sent in Autumn 
requesting your response, it is all in hand. 
However, if you find you are not receiving 
emails as you used to, or that you have not 
hitherto but would like to, let Sue know and 
you can be added. 
In preparation for the updating, I have 
spoken to a few people who have asked some 
questions. Here are some with brief responses.
•	 When are the all-age services? Usually about 

four times a year.  The Easter service this year 
will have an Easter egg hunt for children and 
adults alike, so do come;

•	 When is there anything for children? All-age 
services, often in the hall, are attractive for all 
ages as they are less formal and have activities 
as well as refreshments! 

•	 How much does the Church of England give 
to run the church? You may be surprised to 
learn that the answer is NOTHING. The 
only money the church receives is through 
collections and some gifts from Parishioners 
and legacies. In fact, each church actually 
pays the Diocese every year in order to 
remain open and to have a rector or vicar. 

•	 The church had an inspection in 2023. What 
was that for? This survey of the church 

structure and condition is carried out every 
five years and a report is made for the church 
to deal with the issues discovered. This work 
is all funded from the church’s own funds, 
unless grants can be obtained;

•	 How can I help our Church to thrive? 
Offer your help in some way - grass cutting, 
refreshment catering, flower arranging, 
cleaning, supporting events and services (try 
‘Come and See’ on the third Sunday of each 
month at 11.00) - and join the 100 Club.

•	 What is the 100 Club? It is a club set up 
to generate funds for specific projects for 
Church and not for general running costs. 
Members pay a monthly stake of £5 and are 
then entered into the draw each month for 
a first and a second cash prize. The money 
raised is split between prize money and 
projects. We are keen to expand this club so 
please get in touch with Eric if you would 
like to sign up. ejpejpejp@aol.com.

Leadon Valley
Accountancy Ltd

Providing a tailored approach to all your 
accounting and taxation requirements:

• Bookkeeping
• Payroll
• VAT
• Management Accounts
• Budgeting and Forecasting
• Financial Accounts
• Personal and Business Tax

Ledbury Business Centre
136 Bridge Street, Ledbury, HR8 2AS

01531 631095
Louise@lvaccountancy.co.uk

www.lvaccountancy.co.uk
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I was inspired by the late Richard (Dick) 
Lucy of Hamster Baskets, who was often 
seen collecting litter on our local lanes, to 
set up a community litter pick.

Date: Saturday March 15th
Where:  Putley Parish Hall 
Time: 10.30am - 1pm
All Welcome…

Light refreshments will be provided 
(sponsored by our own Prancing Pony). 
Please wear gloves, a hivis top  & bring a 
litter picker if you have one. Thank you to 

Helping Hand in Ledbury for providing a 
few Litter pickers & Hoops.  
Purple bags will be provided. We just need 
some Volunteers! 

I am aware that a number of local people 
already ‘adopt a lane’ & litter pick 
regularly – this is much appreciated. 
However, there is always more to do and 
with the hedges cut, March is a good time 
of the year to litter pick.

If you know you can come please email or 
msg Sally Smart: (mob 07468 793405 or 
sallysmart1000@gmail.com)

Litter Picking in Putley
by Sally Smart

Photo: Richard Crompton
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Holistic Self-Care for 
Mind, Body, and Spirit
As the first blossoms of spring emerge and 
daylight stretches longer, nature invites us to 
embrace a fresh beginning. Spring is a season 
of growth, renewal, and transformation — a 
perfect time to realign with ourselves and 
embrace the gift of self-care. By nourishing 
the mind, body, and spirit in harmony with 
the rhythms of this vibrant season, we can 
cultivate a deeper sense of well-being.

Nourishing the Body 
with Seasonal Foods
Spring offers a colourful array of fresh 
produce that supports the body's natural 
inclination to cleanse and renew. Leafy 
greens such as spinach and rocket, along 

with spring vegetables like asparagus, peas, 
and radishes, help detoxify the body and 
provide essential nutrients.

Incorporate more raw and lightly cooked 
meals to honour the season's lightness. 
Smoothies with seasonal fruits, herbal teas 
like chamomile or peppermint, and salads 
rich in colourful vegetables are excellent 
choices. Consider reducing heavy, processed 
foods and embracing meals that fuel vitality 
and energy.

Awakening the Body 
Through Movement
Just as nature awakens from winter's rest, the 
body benefits from gentle yet invigorating 
movement during spring. Outdoor 
activities such as walking, hiking, cycling, 
or gardening allow us to reconnect with 

Health & Wellbeing the earth and soak up the renewing energy 
of the season. If you don't want to carry 
out any of these activities alone, why not 
consider joining a local group, such as Sally 
Smart's walking group which offers a walk 
from Putley Parish Hall, usually on the first 
Monday of each month.

If yoga is your thing, try sequences that 
include twists and heart-opening poses 
can help release tension and promote 
physical cleansing. Sun salutations, symbolic 
of springs' rising energy, are especially 
energizing and grounding.

Clearing and 
Refreshing the Mind
Spring cleaning doesn’t need to be limited 
to our homes; it's equally valuable for the 
mind. Letting go of old habits, thought 
patterns, and worries clear space for personal 
growth and creativity.

Mindfulness practices such as keeping 
a diary or notebook, meditation, and 
breathing exercises help release mental 
clutter and bring clarity. Writing out 
intentions for the season is a powerful way 
to align your goals with the expansive energy 
of spring.

Connecting with Nature
Nature is a powerful source of healing 
and inspiration. Spending time in nature 
— whether it's a local park, woodland, or 
simply your own garden — helps to reduce 
stress and cultivates a sense of peace.

Why not try forest bathing, a simple 
Japanese practice that immerses you in 
nature to absorb its calming benefits. Even 
a short time outdoors, breathing in fresh 
air and observing the changes in plants and 
wildlife, can uplift your spirit.

Emotional and  
Spiritual Growth
Spring is a time for emotional blossoming 
and spiritual growth. Practices that foster 
inner peace and connection, such as writing  
down things you are grateful for, creative 
expression through art, music, or dance.

This is also an ideal season for personal 
reflection. Just as trees shed old branches 
for new growth, think about what no longer 
serves you and lovingly release it. Invite joy, 
creativity, and abundance into your life.

A Season for 
Balance and Growth
Spring offers a beautiful reminder that life is 
cyclical. By nourishing yourself holistically 
and aligning with nature's rhythms, you can 
bloom alongside the season's vibrant growth. 
Embrace the opportunity to refresh your 
body, uplift your mind, and renew your 
spirit. The journey to holistic well-being 
begins with simple steps toward nurturing 
yourself—just as nature does every spring.

by Summer Knight
Photo: Richard Crompton

Photo: Richard Crompton
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PUTLEY 
PARISH COUNCIL

Thinking of volunteering?
Make a difference to the lives of parents and 
children by helping to support a family with 
practical, emotional and confidential support 

for 2/3 hours per week.

Free training will be provided along with 
ongoing mentoring support.

Telephone: 01432 371212
Email: homestartherefordshire@gmail.com

www.home-startherefordshire.co.uk
Reg. Charity No: 1113432

The Parish Council met on 
Tuesday 21st January to receive 
an update from Herefordshire 
Council Leader Jonathan 
Lester on central government’s 
new strategy to reorganise 
local government and the 
funding strategy for county 
authorities.
The council was also joined by Terry 
Griffiths who delivered a verbal report on 
his assessment of the road and drainage 
issues within our village as part of our 
village lengthsman provision.

A new revised Village Emergency Plan 
is being drawn up by Nigel Sweet so that 
we have a chain of command and a list 
of assets and resources available within 
our community in times of emergency. 
Whilst any incidents are most likely to be 
fallen trees and other localised damage, 
it is good practice to have a procedure set 
up to follow when the community might 
need to swing into action at short notice. 
If you are interested in putting yourself 
forward to help in times of hardship 
because you have equipment and/or 
specialist skills, please approach Nigel 
Sweet in the first instance. Our thanks 
goes to Nigel for giving up his time to 
attend our meeting.

Finally, some of you will have noticed that 
a new picnic bench has been provided and 
built in the Putley rec ground. We very 
much hope that some of you will make use 
of the opportunity to take a breather there 
and contemplate our lovely locale. Our 
thanks go to Sam Booth who gave up his 
Boxing day morning to construct the table 
and bench.

Our next council meeting will be held 
at Putley Parish Hall on Tuesday 25th 
March.

Open during daylight hours
Pay by Cash, Cheque or Online

01531 670263
info@dragonorchard.co.uk

Connecting People, Place and  
Produce for over 100 years

PRODUCE STAND - PUTLEY

Delicious Fruit,
 Juice and Preserves,  

direct from the Orchard
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Welcome to everyone in Stretton Grandison, 
Castle Frome, Canon Frome and the 
Eggletons! We’re the latest area to join the 
Cider Press and are looking forward to sharing 
our news and hearing about everything going 
on from Newtown Cross to Little Marcle.

Get involved
Catch up with our parish council news 
at strettongrandisonpc.org.uk. Our next 
meetings are Monday 17th March and 
Wednesday 7th May, at 7.30pm in St James 
Church, Canon Frome. We currently have 
vacancies on both Stretton Grandison and 
Eggleton parish councils: please join our team! 
We focus on making life better for people 
living here, for example by checking planning 
applications, reporting highway and footpath 
issues and picking up litter.

Education fund
Stretton Grandison benefits from a special 
fund set aside to pay towards education and 
training opportunities. If you live in that 
parish and want to start a new course or need 
some books and materials to support your 

learning, whatever the subject, whatever 
your age, please contact Emma the clerk on 
pcgroupclerk@gmail.com
Finally, here are two regular events held at the 
friendly venue of Canon Frome Court.

Open Mic with Pop Up Pub
Monthly on the first Friday: pub pops up at 
8pm, acts starts 8.30pm.
(7th March, 4th April, 2nd May)
Music, songs, comedy, spoken word, poetry, 
impromptu singalongs, short quizzes… 
everything is welcome here! Check out www.
canonfromecourt.org.uk/open-mic-night/ for 
more details.

Table tennis and cake
Monthly on the fourth Sunday: 3-4pm
(23rd March, 27th April, 25th May)
Copying the successful sessions at Burley Gate, 
we’ve dusted off our table tennis equipment… 
join us for chat, cake and sporting prowess. 
Funded by The Frome Society.

Stretton Grandison Group Parish Council

HEDGE LAYING COURSE
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th March 
Learn the traditional art of hedgerow 
management in the Midlands Style.
More info on website.

SINGING WORKSHOP
Ben and Dom Sat May 11th
“Fun and Uplifting Harmony Singing” 
workshop plus evening gig.

SINGING & STORYTELLING 
WORKSHOP

Spring Equinox Singing and Stories: 
Sat March 29th
Singing/Storytelling Workshop, 
Supper and Performance, 
Welcome to some or all!

IMPROV WORKSHOPS

Monthly on Saturdays 2-4pm.  
Dates on website. Tickets: £10/£5. 
Come & have lots of fun with a friendly 
bunch creating stories, scenes & sketches 
out of nothing!

FULL DAY IMPROV 

'Truth in Comedy' May 10th with Maria 
Peters 
We are very excited to welcome Maria 
Peters to Improv at Canon Frome!  Truth in 
Comedy gets to the heart of what Improv 
is – drawing on personal experiences and 
creating stories that are meaningful and 
authentic. Just a willingness to ‘have a go’ 
and think out of the box needed!  
Prices from £45 concessions,  
Early bird til April.

POP UP PUB and OPEN MIC
First Friday, monthly (except Jan), 8pm
Free entry. Our eclectic & friendly evening
of ‘anything goes’ creativity that always
brings magical surprises!

ROOM HIRE
Our meeting room, large hall and kitchen
are available to hire. 
More details on our website.

Canon Frome
C O U R T

We have a small team of locals – ‘The Frome Society’ - 
who deal with bookings, make plans, and arrange events at the Court.

Meetings are once every couple of months. Let us know if you'd like to come.  
fromesociety@canonfromecourt.org.uk

INFORMATION & TICKETS
Full listings: www.canonfromecourt.org.uk/events + join our mailing list. 

Queries: events@canonfromecourt.org.uk

Photo: Richard Crompton
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A New Way to Connect with Your 
GP Surgery – Introducing Klinik
We’re thrilled to share some exciting news 
with our community! Starting Monday, 3rd 
March 2025, we’re introducing a brand-
new system called Klinik to make booking 
appointments and submitting queries easier 
and more convenient for everyone with 
online access.

With Klinik, you’ll be able to quickly and 
easily contact us online via our website. 
Whether it’s for admin queries, new health 
concerns, or ongoing care, Klinik allows 
you to share details about your needs, so our 
GPs can assess your information and direct 
you to the right care promptly. This helps 
us prioritise urgent cases and tailor your 
healthcare experience to what’s best for you.

But don’t worry! If you don’t have online 
access or a mobile phone, you can still 
contact us just as you always have—by 
phone or in person with our reception team.

Why Klinik?

•	 More Appointments, Less 
Waiting: Klinik helps us offer more 
appointments while reducing waiting 
times.

•	 Fast & Efficient: Your queries are 
handled promptly, and urgent needs are 
prioritised.

•	 Convenient & Flexible: Available on all 
devices and doesn’t require registration, 
although NHS login makes it even 
simpler!

•	 Safe & Secure: Fully compliant with 
NHS digital standards.

How to Get Started:
You can access Klinik on our website: www.
ledburyhealthpartnership.com. Using your 
NHS login ensures your details are pre-
filled, but you can use the service without it 
too.

You can register for a NHS login at: www.
nhs.uk/nhs-services/online-services/nhs-
login

We’re Here for You: 
Our goal is to enhance your experience and 
make healthcare easier to access, tailored to 
you. Whether it’s getting faster care, finding 
the right professional, or simplifying admin 
queries, Klinik is here to make a difference.

We’re excited about this new chapter and 
can’t wait to hear your feedback as we roll 
it out. Let’s work together for a healthier, 
happier community!

Warm regards, 
The Team at Ledbury Health Partnership

Ledbury Health Partnership 
Patient Participation Group
LHP PPG was formed in May 2022, with 
the aim of supporting and informing 
patients, working with LHP to facilitate 
a better understanding of the changing 
and evolving modes of primary healthcare 
delivery.
LHP is a part of the Herefordshire 
Federation of GP practices, co-ordinated 
and managed by Taurus Healthcare. Within 
the Federation there are 5 Primary Care 

Networks, North, South, East, West and 
Central. LHP is one of 4 practices which 
form the East Primary Care Network 
(with Bromyard, Colwall and Cradley). 
The Integrated Care Board is responsible 
for overseeing the delivery of Health Care 
(Herefordshire & Worcestershire) via an 
Integrated Care System, and the funding 
(via National Government) of GP practices 
and Primary Care Networks.
The LHP PPG holds meetings 4 times /year 
(in person and by zoom), to which all of the 
patient population are invited. A partner 
from LHP and the Practice Manager 
also attend, giving updates regarding 
the practice, and questions are invited. 
The meeting are advertised on the LHP 
website, the LHP video, via the Newsletter 
(produced 4 time/year) and local adverts. 
The PPG also directly emails those patients 
for whom it has email addresses. If you 
would like to be emailed, please share your 
email address.
There is also an LHP PPG Steering Group 
which lobbies and explores national and 
local Heath information to share with the 
patient group. Recently, together with 
the Senior LHP partner, it has supported 
the Lidl planning application for a new 
Medical Centre. It has also responded to 
the consultation on the NHS 10 year Plan 
(prevention – health & wellbeing;  moving 
care from hospitals to local communities; 
prioritisation of technologies). The 
latter was discussed with the PPG at the 
meeting on November 27th, 2024.  We fed 
back directly as the LHP PPG, together 
with other Herefordshire PPG’s (via the 
Integrated Care Board). 
The LHP PPG meetings also aim to 
disseminate health and allied information 
useful to patients. To date we have had 
talks from LEAF (Peter Williamson 
and Sloe Oppong), Simone Thompson, 
Herefordshire Together, speaking about 
the 2000 + voluntary organisations in 

Herefordshire, and Healthwatch (Christine 
Price CEO). We also aim to organise talks 
on specific health conditions. Requests and 
suggestions for subjects and speakers are 
invited.
We are really keen for more volunteers to 
join the PPG and would like particularly 
to hear from LHP patients in their teens, 
20’s 30’s, 40’s and 50’s. Currently most of 
the people actively involved in the PPG 
are older than this! We urgently need 
representation from younger people, 
people with children still at home, disabled 
people, people from ethnic communities, 
young mums and dads. Most people have 
something to say about health services, 
whether good or bad, so why not say it in a 
forum where it may help to improve things? 
It is not a huge commitment – generally one 
to two hours per month. If you would like 
to get involved please contact:
 ledburyhelthppg@gmail.com
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•	MOT Testing
•	Servicing 
•	Mechanical Repairs
•	A/C Re-Gas and Repairs
•	Auto Gearbox Flushing

•	4 x Wheel Laser Tracking
•	Tyres, Batteries & Exhausts
•	Hybrid/Ev Vehicle Servicing
•	Engine Diagnostics
•	Trailer Servicing

Call us now on:  670278
TRUMPET • LEDBURY • HEREFORDSHIRE • HR8 2RA

HEREFORDSHIRE

Home And Garden
CARE AND REPAIR

Little Verzons Farm, Hereford Road, Ledbury, Herefordshire HR8 2PZ

01531 670816
email:hello@littleverzonsfarm.co.uk

web:littleverzonsfarm.co.uk



30 31

AYLTON NEWS 
Aylton Church:
We are hoping the latch on the church 
door will be made more ‘user friendly’  
this spring.

Good Friday Service
Do join us for our Easter Vigil at 
2pm - Friday 18th April

25th May Rogation Sunday
New for 2025 we are celebrating 
Rogation Sunday at our little church. 
The word rogation comes from the 
Latin verb rogare, meaning "to ask".  
Rogation is an ancient church festival 
which seeks blessing for a community. 
We start at Little Marcle Church at 
9.30am and walk (for those able) 
to Aylton Church arriving around 
10.15am. After a short blessing we will 
then walk to Putley Church arriving 
for a short service at 11am. We will 
be using our local footpaths or quiet 
lanes. Well behaved dogs on leads are 
welcome. Transport will be available 
back to Little Marcle.

Blossom Time at the Big 
Apple - Sunday 4th & Bank 
Holiday Monday 5th May
New for 2025 Mr Charles Smart will 
be offering a tasting session of fruit 
wines from locally grown fruit. This 
will be at Court Farm Barn alongside 

many other talks and craft activities – 
for more details see this magazine or 
go to: www.bigapple.org.uk.

Opera in Aylton
Opera Anywhere will be bringing 
Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte to Court 
Farm Barn on Friday June27th.  
For further details see: 
www.operaanywhere.com

Charity Roadside Stall
Thank you for supporting our 
stall. The total raised this year was 
£600 which will be passed on to the 
Herefordshire Samaritans.

by Josephine Felton

Disabled Access – a smooth paved 
ramp has now been installed outside the rear 
fire doors for wheelchair access.  So much 
better than the gravel and concrete that was 
there before.

Putley Open Gardens - will be selling 
tickets and serving refreshments at the hall 
on 20th September – an autumn opening 
this year.  Another change is that instead of 
a plant stall there will be a produce table – 
locally grown fruit and vegetables and home 
made preserves, so please bear this in mind 
as you plant up your garden this spring.
Half the proceeds of Putley Open Gardens  
goes to the hall, which is vital to pay the 
ever increasing running costs. The insurance 
premium alone is £976.00 which would 

be a lot of money to raise from hire fees, 
on top of utilities, licences, annual safety  
inspections, maintenance and renewals. Not 
to mention light bulbs and lavatory paper!

Hall Car Park -The car park is only 
for hall users. this being a condition of the 
original gift of the land. It is not a public 
car park. Unauthorised parking prevents 
maintenance of the surface and boundaries, 
impedes deliveries and reduces facilities for 
those genuinely using the hall.  It may be 
possible to park for a limited time with prior 
permission of the Trustees, but any other 
vehicles will be dealt with accordingly.

Queries to jakeherbst@yahoo.co.uk or  
secretary@putleyparishhall.co.uk 
01531 670425

If you are looking for fun, friendship and inspiration, join Putley WI! We meet at Putley Parish Hall at 7.30pm 
on the second Wednesday of each month. If you need more information just contact Ginny.  

Text 07854 160073 or email ginnymccoy@682@btinternet.com

Putley WI - A warm welcome awaits
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Church’s annual parish meeting.  Those 
whose names appear on a parish’s Church 
roll are eligible to be elected and serve on 
the PCC.  PCC membership would be 
welcomed, but also please consider other 
ways in which you may be able to offer 
your time and talents to your community. 
e.g. Flowers for a family anniversary or in 
memory of a loved one?.  Assisting with 
refreshments?.  Joining the mowing rota?.  
Making grant applications etc? 

The Church’s daily Lent reflections this 
year are on the theme of ‘Living Hope.’  
An opportunity to focus on a vision of 
‘hope’ in our daily lives.  To receive the 
Lent reflections in your inbox daily, sign 
up now via ‘Living Hope’ OR download 
the ‘Church of England Everyday Faith’ 
app, where they will be available from Ash 
Wednesday (March 5th) to Easter Sunday 
(April 20th)

 
All the Cider Churches 
noted an increase in 
worshippers at their 
Christmas celebratory 
services in 2024.
Perhaps the turmoil of world events, or 
apprehensions as to our future, drew 
additional seekers from the Cider 
communities and beyond, to these 
centuries’ old places of worship, and the 
companionship of their congregations. 
Each affirming their witness to God’s 
presence and that eternal invitation to 
God’s Love.  Is it nostalgia or hope that 
draws us to think about our place of 
belonging to creation, and within the heart 
of God, as we hear, and sing aloud, that 
familiar story?  Of a miraculous birth, 
extraordinary visitors, and the promise of 
God’s companionship on life’s journey?  

Churches and congregations exist far 
beyond the annual celebration of Jesus’ 
birth.  Their presence is to celebrate the 
‘living hope’ in our midst.  Behind the 
scenes lie faithful volunteers who prepare 
for and provide a welcome to worshippers 
each week across the Cider Churches.  
Churchwarden(s), Treasurer, Secretary 
and PCC members oversee not only the 
provision of the ‘visible’ - a variety of 
worship throughout the year with a clean, 
warm, and lighted building.  Flowers in 
place and refreshments served.  But also, 

the ‘invisible.’  Safeguarding, building 
insurance, health and safety, maintenance 
- gutters, heating and fire extinguishers, 
and all repairs. And, that the churchyard 
has a mowing plan, the memorials checked 
for safety.  As a charity they have financial 
responsibility to acquire and account for 
ALL monies required to pay their bills, and 
raise a contribution for the Parish Offer i.e. 
towards the cost of a Priest in the Benefice.  
Contrary to people’s imaginations… the 
National Church does not pay for any of it 
- EVERY POUND HAS TO BE RAISED 
BY THE PARISH to cover all those 
expenses. THANK YOU to the generosity 
of all those who do contribute regularly 
or have planned a legacy to ensure your 
Church’s continued presence and ability 
to serve your community. If you can offer 
support of any kind, please contact your 
Churchwarden for details

People are vital too as well as the finance 
to spread the load in any community. 
The members of each Parochial 
Church Council are drawn from their 
‘Church Roll’ (an Electoral Roll of their 
Ecclesiastical Parish.  Their ancient 
boundaries usually differ to those of a civil 
parish and its Register).  A ‘Church Roll’ 
is made up of those who ‘enrol’ themselves.  
They will include anyone who lives within 
the individual Church parish boundary 
and any regular worshippers who attend 
that Church, but who live outside its 
boundaries. Every six years a ‘Church roll’ 
is completely renewed - everyone has to 
‘sign up’ again from scratch to join it, and 
2025 is one of those years when the parish 
roll is completely renewed.  So even if you 
have signed up previously, you do have 
to refill in a form this year.  Forms will be 
available in the churches about a month 
before a parish meeting is due, and need 
to be returned at least 15 days before your 

Rev. Val Tait - email: valtait@live.co.uk   Tel: 01531 634035
Best wishes Val

YOUR  
LOCAL
OPTICIAN

34-36 High Street, Bromyard, Herefordshire  

01885 488259

January Results: 
First prize no 18  Second prize no 15  

February Results: 
First prize no 26 Second prize no 15  

December Results: 
First prize no 17 Second prize no 18
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CONTACTSAYLTON
Church    	 Selina Marcon - marconselina@gmail.com 	 01531 670900 
Parish Council	 Allen Mawby - cllr.allen.mawby@pixley-pc.co.uk 	 01531 670185  
LITTLE MARCLE
Church	 Jim Glanville - jimglanville@btinternet.com 	 07800 714011 
Parish Council	 Kelvin Lynch - cllr.kelvin.lynch@pixley-pc.gov.uk 	 01531 670037	
MUNSLEY	
Church	 Rev ‘d Linde Melhuish - l.i.melhuish@gmail.com 	 07967 690412 
Parish Council	 Brendan Sugden - cllr.brendan.sugden@pixley-pc.gov.uk 	01531 670182	
PIXLEY	
Church 	 Beata Davison - beata.davison@googlemail.com 	 07989 108237 
Parish Council	 Steve Swaithes - cllr.steve.swaithes@pixley-pc.gov.uk 	 01531 670433
Parish Clerk	 Ella Wayman - clerk@pixley-pc.gov.uk
PUTLEY
Church	 Eric Porter - ejpejpejp@aol.com 	 07527 444949 
Parish Council	 Janet Chester - clerk@putleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 	 01531 670036
Vicar	 Val Tait - valtait@live.co.uk 	 01531 634035
WI	 Ginny McCoy - ginnymccoy682@btinternet.com 	 07854 160073
Prancing Pony	 Jayne Cresswell - jaynecresswell@btinternet.com 	 07854 841966
Parish Hall	 Josephine Felton - secretary@putleyparishhall.co.uk   	01531 670425
Wildlife Group	 Kate Wollen - ayltonwollen@gmail.com 	 01531 670834
Tree Warden	 Sally Webster - sally@sallywebster.net 	 07836 389369
Hedgehog Rescue and Advice 	 01531 670837
STRETTON GRANDISON GROUP
Parish Council	 Emma Thomas - pcgroupclerk@gmail.com 
Cider Press
Editorial	 Julie Crompton - julie@monster-creative.com 	 07767 471097
Aylton	 Sally Smart - sallysmart1000@gmail.com 	 07468 793405 
Little Marcle	 Jim Glanville - jimglanville@btinternet.com 	 07800 714011
Munsley	 David Murdoch - david@dunmurdie.plus.com 	 07518 921300
Pixley	 Lesley Clothier - lesley.clothier@yahoo.co.uk 	  07957 435276  

Parting shot

If you have a great photo that could grace the front cover or be our 
'parting shot', send it to our Editor, at julie@monster-creative.com 

Bake this delicious cake.
See page 11 for the recipe.

       NEW - Mobile P.O.
at Putley Parish Hall

Wednesdays from 9.00 - 10.15am



25th May 
Rogation Sunday 9.30am10.15am

Rogation walk prayers
11.00am

Rogation walk ends
9.30am

Rogation walk sets out

Designed by Monster-Creative.com Edited by Julie Crompton

CHURCHWARDEN CONTACT DETAILS

Please get in touch Rev'd Val Tait Rector 01531 634035 / Email valtait@live.co.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES
Aylton Little 

Marcle
Much 

Marcle
Munsley Putley YattonWellington 

Heath

2.00pm

 Aylton - 	 Anne Blandford: 01531  670274 
	 Selina Marcon: 01531  670900 

Little Marcle - 	 Jim Glanville: 01531  670125  

Much Marcle - 	 Richard Brooks: 01531 660241 
	 John Chapman: 01531  660664 

Munsley - 	 Mike Robinson: 01531 670356 
	 Linda Warner: 01531 632344

Pixley - 	 Anna Ralph: 07980 680809 

Putley - 	 Elaine Spalding: 01531 670554

Wellington Heath - 	 Derek Barnes: 01531 248472 
	 Amanda Wright: 01531 633325 

Yatton - 	 John Reed: 01989 780439 
	 Chris Oulton: 07582 807361


