Pixley & District Parish Council Meeting
Minutes Monday 10" March 2025
7.30pm at Munsley W.I. Hall

Present: Present: Cllr Kelvin Lynch (KL) — Chairman, Cllr Andrew Riga (AR), Cllr Charles Smart (CS),
Cllr Brendan Sugden (BS), Cllr Steve Swaithes (SS).

Clerk: Ella Wayman

Members of the Public (MOP): None

1.

Apologies for absence
Clir Allen Mawby (AM) had made apologies and they were accepted.

To receive Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations of Interest.

Public Participation

There were no MOP in attendance, however, a report from Ward Member Councillor Lester had been
circulated and the Chairman (KL) brought special interest to the potential funding available for PROW,
drainage and conversion of spaces for the community.

Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 14 January 2025 were confirmed as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.

Planning
5.1 The following application response made under delegation between meetings was noted:
242783 — The PC responded in favour of new services at Ledbury.

5.2 The following decisions made by Herefordshire Planning Dept were noted:
243006 — Cinders Cottage — Approved.
243210 - Barns at White House Farm — No prior approval needed.

Financial items
6.1 To receive an update on the mandate changes with Lloyds Bank and resulting status of

reports.
The RFO reported that they were still working to make mandate changes with Lloyds and had no sight
of bank statements as a result. As soon as access to online banking was granted, they would carry out a
budget comparison and bank reconciliation for circulation by email to Cllrs.
6.2 To confirm the choice and formally appoint a new Internal Auditor.
The RFO had received several quotes of £200 or more but had one for £120 plus mileage. It was resolved
to accept this quote and the form was signed for return to the new Internal Auditor, Gill Lungley.
6.3 To review a risk management policy, schedule and assessments.
The RFO had circulated the documents prior to the meeting and they had been updated. It was resolved
to adopt the updated documents and add an assessment for the defibrillator.
6.4 To note the upcoming Finance & Governance review and discuss suggested changes to
processes.
The RFO explained that all policies and processes should be reviewed annually and as this would be a
lot of reading prior to the next meeting. The RFO would circulate a small number of policies each week
by email for Cllrs to review in time for the next meeting.
6.5 To review the asset register for 2024/25.
The asset register was discussed and would be updated for year end.
6.6 The following list of invoices was approved for payment:
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Staff salaries and expenses February & March 2025 £968.64
HMRC Q4 2024/25 PAYE £340.60
HALC Fees 2025/26 £688.38

7. Munsley WI Hall

To receive a report regarding options for maintenance of the roof of the hall.

KL reported that the WI were looking for funding of around £80,000 - £85,000 for the work required on
the hall roof. There would be a meeting of the Committee at the end of March to further investigate
funding streams and someone to action them.

8. Communication

i. To consider a leaflet drop to every household in the parish.
AR reported that the cost to print and send leaflets with Royal Mail’s service would be around £500.
Other options for delivery were discussed and it was resolved not to go ahead with the leaflets at this
time as it would be a large cost and difficult to complete the project in time for the APM in May.

ii. To receive an update on the noticeboard at The Nest and consider any actions required.
BS reported that there had been no further progress due to the owners of the Nest being away.

9. Delegation

10.

11.

12.

To consider a drafted scheme of delegation.

The scheme had been circulated by email prior to the meeting and it was resolved to adopt it. As further
support for the Clerk, the Chairman asked that Cllirs adopt a section of business as follows:

BS — finance

AR -1IT

CS — footpaths

SS — highways

AM - grit bins

Highways/Footpaths
10.1 To receive a report from the Footpath Officer, if available.

CS reported that Herefordshire Council was prepared to repair the bridge on LM8/AL1, however the

ground had been too wet and the work would need to be done once it had dried out. AR had emailed

Cllrs to notify of another bridge in need of work on footpaths AL4/PT6. As this was in Putley, Putley

Parish Council had agreed to pay for the work and would ask the Pixley & District Parish Council

Lengthsman if he would kindly do the work.

10.2 To receive a report from the Footpath working group and consider work needed to reinstate
LMS8. This was covered under 10.1.

10.3 To consider a response to Herefordshire Council’s request for nominated roads to be left
uncut for wildlife in spring and summer.

It was resolved to leave HC to undertake two cuts as the timing of the first would be too late in the year

to encourage wildflowers anyway.

Annual Parish Meeting

To consider a date, time and topic for the APM.

The time and date of the APM was agreed for 7pm on Monday 12" May 2025. Correspondence had
been received from Haygrove regarding a potential Community Garden being built in the parish after
the agenda had been publicised. The Council agreed for the Chairman to communicate with Haygrove
to discover more of the project and then potentially call an extra Parish Meeting for Haygrove to present
their intentions for the Garden. Potentially all parishioners would be invited to this extra meeting.

Ashperton Railway Bridge
To receive a progress report and consider any further actions.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

KL reported that National Rail were hoping to supply fencing around the bridge in the new financial
year. Herefordshire Council had undertaken a traffic survey and sent a report of the findings. The
conclusion was that reducing the speed limit would not improve safety as drivers were already reducing
their speed appropriately, however, new signage would be recommend in the new financial year to warn
drivers of the bridge and its potential hazards. The Council agreed to write to Cllr Durkin from HC,
responsible for Highways, to ask when the recommendation of new signage within the report would be

implemented.

Cider Press
To note the deadlines and consider content for submission of the Parish Council report for the

next edition of the Cider Press.
The Chairman thanked CS for his work on the content regarding footpaths for the Spring edition.

Community Governance Review

To consider writing to Herefordshire Council for a review and reduction of the number of seats
on the Parish Council.

It was resolved for the Clerk to write to HC to request a review and suggest 9 seats as a more appropriate
number for the size of the parish than the current number of 14.

Correspondence

To note the list of Correspondence received and agree any responses required:

e Talk Communities — Parish Summit date and location 8 April, Plough Lane offices, 5:30pm
The Clerk was asked to book a space for KL.

¢ Talk Communities — Parish Council Funding Assistance Update
The Clerk was asked to recirculate this correspondence for review.

e Herefordshire Council — Advice Note from the Monitoring Officer
The Monitoring Officer had advised that Councils adopt the NALC Civility & Respect Pledge to
reduce likelihood of bullying and breach of the code of conduct within Councils. It was resolved to
adopt the pledge and this would be included in the Councils policies and core documents.

Matters to be raised for next meeting
Aylton Noticeboard and continuing regular items.

Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was agreed for 12" May 2025 at 7:30pm.

Date 12.05.2025
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