Pixley & District Parish Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday 14" January 2025
7.30pm at Munsley W.I. Hall

Present: Clir Kelvin Lynch (KL) — Chairman, Clir Allen Mawby (AM), Clir Andrew Riga (AR), Clir
Charles Smart (CS), Clir Brendan Sugden (BS).

Clerk: Ella Wayman

Members of the Public (MOP): 2 — County Clir J Lester and a member of the SNT West Mercia.

1. Apologies for absence

5.2

Cllr S. Swaithes had made apologies and they were accepted.

To receive Declarations of Interest, Councillors are reminded of the need: -
None.

Public Participation

A member of the Safer Neighbourhood Team attended to discuss parish priorities and a smart water
initiative.

County ClIr J Lester reported that the draft budget for Herefordshire Council had been produced and
reviewed by the Scrutiny Committee. Due to loss of government grants and an increase in adult social
care demand, the rise in the County Council’s part of Council tax from April 2025 was looking to be the
maximum of 4.99%.

Devolution was still in process and would come with grants from the government so Herefordshire were
keen to move forward with this as soon as possible. To group with other County Council’s, they must
all be Unitary which meant that Worcestershire and Gloucestershire would need to merge their District
and County Councils as swiftly as possible.

Minutes
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 11" November 2024 were agreed as a true record
and signed by the Chairman.

Planning

To consider comments on the following applications:

243006 - Cinders Cottage, Ashperton, Ledbury, Herefordshire HR8 2SF - Single storey detached annex
building (part retrospective). The PC had no objection.

243210 - Barns at White House Farm, Ashperton, Herefordshire, HR8 2SE - Prior approval is required
for the change of use of a part of an agricultural building and its curtilage to a single, larger dwelling
and the building operations reasonably necessary to facilitate the change of use. The PC had no
objection.

To note any relevant decisions made by Herefordshire Planning Dept.
The Chairman reported that approval had been given to Holiday Lodges off the Roman Road and Far
Barn but the application for Glebe Farm was still pending.

Munsley WI Hall

To receive a report and consider options for maintenance of the roof of the hall.

The Chairman reported that quotes have been provided for replacing the roof and for knocking down
the old hall and rebuilding it entirely as contractors had advised the second option may be most cost
effective. The Management Committee for the hall would be meeting on 24th January to discuss the
quotes and possible funding routes. However, the committee had been advised by a representative of
Herefordshire Council that a grant from the main National Lottery scheme was unlikely. For
administrative purposes Herefordshire was grouped with Shropshire, Worcestershire and Telford for
grant applications, and Herefordshire has received grants over the past few years, and hence applications
from the other three regions would be looked upon favourably.
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7. Financial items

7.1

7.2

To approve the Financial Report as of the 31.12.2024
The report was approved and signed by the Chairman.

To note the current situation regarding the Bank reconciliation 31.10.2024

The Clerk reported that the second application to Lloyds to update the bank mandate had not been
actioned and that she had now raised a complaint. The complaints dept had advised the Clerk to apply
for a third time and to amend the board resolution form to include the Clerk as a full power signatory or
she would not be given the correct level of access to load payments online or view statements. A new
form was completed, signed and witnessed. Due to the on-going problems, the Clerk had not received
any bank statements since October.

7.3 To consider the draft budget and precept for financial year 2025/2026

The Clerk/RFO presented a draft budget and projects were discussed. A project for assisting with
flooding was suggested with particular focus on access to the church. The Clerk advised that the PC did
not have the power to give money to the church or a landowner to resolve flooding. It was resolved to
put £1000 into the budget for projects including resolving flooding.

The precept was discussed and it was agreed that, as the reserves were a little high, the Council would
use them to supplement the precept whilst raising the precept gradually over a few years. This would
slowly bring the precept in line with the budget whilst bringing the reserves down a healthy level. It was
resolved to increase the precept by £1,800 to cover the mandatory rising costs.

7.4 To consider adopting appropriately edited NALC Financial Regulations 2024

The suggested edits to the regulations were reviewed and it was agreed to give the Clerk £0 delegated
spend from the agreed budget. However, in consultation with the Chairman, the Clerk was delegated up
to £500 spend from the budget. It was then resolved to adopt the financial regulations.

18 To note changes by Lloyds Bank to the Treasurer’s Account

Lloyds bank had written to the PC to notify of a change to the name of the account from Treasurers
Account to Community Account and to inform the PC there would now be charges for transactions and
monthly account fee. The changes were noted.

7.6 The following list of invoices was approved for payment:
Staff salaries and expenses December 2024 & January 2025 | £968.48
HMRC Q3 2024/25 PAYE £348.20
Cllr Kelvin Lynch Reimburse expenses £265.00
Cider Press Annual fee for Council Article £300.00
HALC Unpaid training invoice 2023 £180.00

8. Communication

L.

ii.

jii.

To discuss communication within the Council and consider any actions required.

Cllrs had some struggles with the new Council email accounts and it was agreed that Clirs CS, AM and
SS would continue to use their personal email addresses for Council business.

To discuss the position of the Nest noticeboard and consider any actions.

The location of the noticeboard was in the car park for the Nest and was not receiving foot fall past it. It
was agreed for the Chairman to meet the proprietors to discuss its relocation.

To discuss the new website and consider any actions including a leaflet drop to promote it and
other matters.
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The Chairman thanked the Clerk for getting the new website in place and Cllr AR for populating it with
content. The old website still had not been shut down due to difficulties in communication with the old
provider. Cllr AR asked the Clerk to investigate gaining access to the Council’s server and Cllrs CS and
SS were to liaise with a resident regarding fresh photos for the website.

Cllr AR suggested a leaflet drop to all households to make residents aware of the new website and
promote other matters. The cost with Royal Mail would be around £300 including printing. This item to
be included for discussion at the next meeting.

9. Delegation

To consider options for delegation of matters such as planning comments and payments to
Committees or the Clerk to avoid missing deadlines.

Difficulties with responding to 4-week deadlines on planning applications were discussed as the Parish
Council only met bimonthly to make formal decisions. Example schemes had been circulated by the
Clerk and the Council agreed it would be useful to put a scheme in place. A draft scheme would be
presented at the next meeting for discussion, edits and adoption. It was resolved to delegate responses
to planning applications to the Clerk in consultation with Cllrs with immediate effect. Any delegated
decisions and planning comments would be reported to the next possible meeting of the Council.

10. Highways/Footpaths
10.1 To receive a report from the Footpath Officer, if available.

10.2

10.3

11.

12.

13.

There was no report at the time of the meeting.

To receive an update on replacement grit bin at Brook Farm, Little Marcle and stile replacement
on footpath LM3.

The Chairman reported that the grit bin and gate had been fitted and the grit bin had been used in the
recent cold weather. There was also a grit bin on the cross roads at Little Marcle that was not on the
Parish Council asset register. The Clerk would investigate ownership and report back to the Council.
To receive a report from the Footpath working group and consider LM9 evidence for re-instating
and consider work needed to reinstate LM8.

The Chairman explained that there was no strong evidence for the connection of footpath LM9 at
Laddins Farm when a DMMO was submitted in 1956. After discussions with HC PROW officer, it
seemed it would be very difficult to reinstate the section connecting LM9 from Laddins Farm to Little
Marcle Court and it may be a better use of resources for the group to move on to investigate LMS8. It
was agreed to investigate replacement of the broken bridge on footpath LM8 and to put on hold any
further work regarding LM9.

Ashperton Railway Bridge

To receive a progress report and consider any further actions.

The Chairman reported that a speed survey would be taking place but he was waiting for confirmation
of a date for this. Gates/fencing were to be fitted by National Rail but the officer was away so a date
was also still awaiting confirmation for the installation.

Cider Press

To note the deadlines and consider content for submission of the Parish Council report for the
next edition of the Cider Press.

Clir CS was preparing content regarding footpaths, the new website and the Annual Parish Meeting
(APM).

Correspondence

To note the list of Correspondence received and agree any responses required:
Herefordshire Council — Annual Plan briefing sessions invitation
Herefordshire Council — Government Devolution White Paper

Herefordshire Council — Latest Planning Advice from National to Local
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Dark Skies Herefordshire — Light pollution surveys

Herefordshire Council — Nature Mapping.

Herefordshire Council — Baton of Hope.

Correspondence was noted and the annual plan briefing sessions would be attended where possible by
Cllrs.

14. Matters to be raised for next meeting
The Chairman reminded Clirs to send requests to the Clerk up to a week before the next meeting. A
Scheme of delegation, leaflet drop and ownership of the grit bin on Little Marcle crossroads were to be
added to the next agenda.

15. Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was agreed for 10" March, 7:30pm Munsley WI Hall.

The meeting closed at 21:49.

399993999992 Date 10.03.2025
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